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The 36th HigashikawaAward Winners

◆Overseas Photographer Award: Gregori MAIOFIS (Russia)

For his photobook, “Proverbs” (Nazraeli Press, 2014), “Mixed Reality” series (2018-) as

well as related works.

◆Domestic Photographer Award: NAGASHIMAYurie

For her exhibitions, “And a Pinch of Irony with a Hint of Love” (Tokyo Photographic Art

Museum, 2017), “To Create, To Bring Up… as a Mother, as an Artist / Yurie Nagashima” (Chihiro

Art Museum Tokyo, 2018), and her book, “The Flower Named in an Unknown Word / The

Landscape Not in My Memory / The Book that Can Not Be Read by My Fingers” (Yokohama Civic

Art Gallery Azamino, 2019), as well as related works.

◆New Photographer Award: UEHARA Sayaka

For her exhibition, “The Others” (Canon Open Gallery1, INTERFACE-Shomei Tomatsu

Lab., 2019).

◆Special Photographer Award: TAKAHASHI Kentaro

For his photo exhibition, “A Red Hat” (Nikon Salon Ginza, Osaka, 2019)

◆Hidano Kazuuemon Award: KIKAI Hiroh

For his continued photography of Tokyo: “Persona: The Final Chapter” (Chikuma

Shobo, 2019), “Persona” (Soshisha, 2003), “Tokyo Mutan: Labyrinthos” (Soshisha, 2007), “Tokyo

Labyrinth” (Shogakukan, 1999), among others.



Commentary on the Selection of the 36th Higashikawa Photography Awards

UENO Osamu

Higashikawa PhotographyAward Jury Committee
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Anju <Photographer> -----------------------------------36th –

UENO Osamu <Photo Critic>---------------------------31st–

KITANO Ken <Photographer>---------------------------33rd–

KURAISHI Shino <Photo Critic, Poet>------------------35th –

SHIBASAKI Tomoka <Novelist>-------------------------34th –

NIWAHarumi <Curator>--------------------------------33rd –

HARAKoichi <Designer>--------------------------------34th –

MITSUDAYuri <Art Critic>------------------------------27th –

We are truly thankful to Ms. Irina Chmyreva and Mr. Andrey Martynov for their professional

cooperation with the research carried out in Russia.
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<Artist Statements>

While I gained many important things from holding solo and two person exhibitions in

succession for three and a half years from 2016, I had to face the reality that I was living on the edge

in poverty. I hoped to continue my career as artist as something beyond just self satisfaction, but

there were many days where I realized that my work and myself had no value because I could not be

financially independent. After knowing that I had won a Higashikawa Award, it felt like a sign that it

was okay to believe in myself and continue ahead, and I felt encouraged. I would like to thank all of

those who took the time to look at my unskillful work.

What kind of statement can reflect what “art” is? How can we create a standard that

shows if “value” exists or not? This is something that I have constantly pursued in the 30 years since

I started photography. Through my distrust of “Girls Photography,” I came to know about social

constructivism. Keeping the principle of “the personal is political” close to my heart, I hope to

continue to live and make art without quitting.

NAGASHIMAYurie
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�L�Q�2�N�L�Q�D�Z�D�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H��



<Artist Statements>

I am extremely happy to receive the New Photographer Award as I did not expect it. The

Others, for which the award was given, was my first solo exhibition, made possible by the help of

many people. I would like to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart.

What appears in photographs are clues for thoughts. I want to continue to pursue

photography as a way to continue to imagine with distance and to prevent all the details from being

lost. Being chosen for this award is great motivation for me to continue my work from now. Thank

you very much.

UEHARA Sayaka
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<Artist Statements>

Being awarded this prize was only made possible because HISHIYA Ryoichi and

MATSUMOTO Goro, who have lived in good health for almost a century, have allowed me into

their lives. Despite my suspicious job title as a “freelance photographer,” one with no lineage, they

allowed me to brazenly follow their routines from having meals to lodging and so on. For this, I

cannot thank them enough.

The subject matter of “A Red Hat” is based on the “Life Drawing Case” which occurred

at the Asahikawa Teacher’s School Art Club in 1941. Even though it took place almost 80 years ago,

I am constantly asking myself what my attitude should be to the current intolerance of the world,

which seemingly resembles to the conditions of those days.

The fact that I was given such an opportunity in the midst of all this, I feel that there is

still a possibility that my photographs may become a "thought provocation". Once again, I would

like to express my deepest gratitude to all the people who have been involved with me until now. I

hope we can continue our relationship to the future.

TAKAHASHI Kentaro
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<Artist Statements>

Thank you very much for choosing me for this year’s Hidano Kazuuemon Award. For me,

as someone who was raised in a farming village, it is a pleasure to receive this award from a town

that also works with nature. Because of this award, I feel I can continue to climb the mountain of

photography. Thank you very much.

KIKAI Hiroh
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HigashikawaAwards

[Purpose]

With the idea of contributing to and fostering photographic culture as well as raising the cultural

consciousness of Higashikawa residents, starting this year, 1985, we will annually be awarding

prizes accompanied by monetary gifts to the photographer for his / her works.

[Awards]

The Overseas Photographer Award

*1,000,000 yen to a overseas photographer

The Domestic Photographer Award

*1,000,000 yen to a Japanese photographer

The New Photographer Award

*500,000 yen to a Japanese photographer

The Special Photographer Award

*500,000 yen to a photographer from Hokkaido

The Hidano Kazuuemon Award

*500,000 yen to a photographer who contributed to society through photography

[Conditions]

The Overseas Photographer Award is presented to a photographer in a specific country or region

chosen each year. He / She must be either living or born in that country or region.

The Domestic and the New Photographer Awards are presented to photographers whose work

has been taken within the past three years that has significance either in the history of photography

or as some unique expression of the art of photography.

The Special Photographer Award is presented to a photographer living or born in Hokkaido or

whose theme and / or object concerns this island.

The Hidano Kazuuemon Award is presented to a photographer in acknowledgement of his

longtime contributions in taking photographs of local people, nature and culture. (The prize is

open to both professional and amateur photographers.)

Of all the prizes, no specific restrictions are applied concerning the year it was taken for the

Overseas Prize, the Special Prize and the Hidano Kazuuemon Prize.

[Selection]

The works selected by nominators charged by the executive committee are judged by the Jury



Committee of the Higashikawa Award. The awards ceremony is held each year during the period

of the Photo Fiesta in Higashikawa Town and is accompanied by commemorative symposiums

and other events.

[Other Stipulations]

The monetary gift presented with the Higashikawa Awards is meant to purchase the original

prints of the awarded photographs. Each awardee is requested to voluntarily submit original

print(s) of his / her choice from among the awarded works to the residents of Higashikawa town.

The residents of the town shall be responsible for storing the photographs with care and for

exhibiting them to visitors to Higashikawa, the Town of Photography.

These awarded photographs are exhibited at the Higashikawa Photography Museum in order to

contribute to promoting a friendship and cultural development of the Town of Higashikawa.

We may present other awards to the photographs of outstanding works in order to contribute to

photographic culture as well as to development of the Higashikawa Awards. For this reason,

awards from other committees and sponsors are negotiable.



The Town of Photography

Culture Capital of Photography: Higashikawa

Higashikawa Town is located in central Hokkaido, northernmost of Japan, and is a part of

Japan's largest national park "Daisetsuzan National Park" with Higashikawa's eastern part forming

a large-scale forest. Blessed with natural beauty, lots of places in Higashikawa have been the

subjects of many photographs.

Higashikawa, firstly cultivated by a group of settlers in 1895, has a shorter history compared to

that of photography invented in 1839. Higashikawa declared the “Town of Photography” in 1985

aiming to create a town of “being a good subject to be photographed” co-existing with beautiful

nature inhabited by many species of animals and plants.

Higashikawa established the Higashikawa Awards in the same year and started the annual

summer festival of photography with the idea of contributing to and fostering photographic culture

as well as raising the cultural consciousness of Higashikawa residents. With a history of more than

a quarter of a century, it has been the nation’s prestigious photography awards and the

longest-running photography festival.

Higashikawa awards can also be noted in that it has rewarded overseas outstanding

photographers such as Joel Sternfeld, Lewis Baltz and Jan Saudek as well as domestic

photographers and introduced them to Japan. Through this, we meet people from abroad and

exchange with them. By doing so, we believe we can entrust prayer for peace and our dreams to

the future generation.

Since the declaration of the Town of Photography, Higashikawa has been a platform of meeting

people, photography culture and nature over the last 30 years. Celebrating 120 years of resource

development of the land, we declared the Culture Capital of Photography in May 2014, keeping in

mind our motto “Take a picture, Save the picture, Share it with others” and with the determination

to link photography and people across the world.



Taste for Russian Ballet Torn blankey (about home) 
from the series "Taste for Russian Ballet" 2015
2008

from the series "The Others" “Self-portrait in red hat” which was painted
Okinawa  by Ryoichi Hishiya on February 11, 1943.
2016-2019 Asahikawa, Hokkaido

2017

A girl who was like a dragonfly
2011
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